Ultrasonic findings of fetal axillary lymphangioma with intralesional hemorrhage.
We report a case of an axillary lymphangioma in a fetus delivered at 30 weeks' gestation with suspected intralesional hemorrhage based on the ultrasonic findings. In the ultrasonic examination at 15 weeks' gestation, the fetus was found to have a multilocular mass spreading from the axilla to the chest wall, which was diagnosed as an axillary lymphangioma. Chromosome analysis by amniocentesis showed a normal karyotype, and no other malformations were observed. At 29 weeks, the mass had increased in size, and color Doppler ultrasound examination revealed that the middle cerebral artery peak systolic velocity (MCA-PSV) reached 80.2 cm/s [1.86 MoM (multiples of the median)]. Intralesional bleeding was suspected because of the multiple images of hemorrhage in which sites of blood spouting in a pulsatile fashion were detected within the mass. Cordocentesis at 30 weeks revealed that fetal hemoglobin concentration was 5.1 g/dL. An emergency Cesarean section was performed. A female weighing 2810 g, including the mass, was delivered, and the blood hemoglobin level was 5.9 g/dL at birth. Blood transfusion, fine-needle aspiration of the fluid in the mass, intralesional injection of OK-432, and partial excision of the lymphangioma were performed after birth. Ultrasonic examination proved useful in the diagnosis of intralesional bleeding in this lymphangioma.